from these conditions. Some years ago the psychotherapist Anthony Storr/ noted that many individuals of genius, including Newton and Wittgenstein, were solitary persons who preferred being immersed in their work to the company of others. However, far from seeing this behaviour in a negative or pathological light, Storr argued it was necessary for creative achievement. Whether the introduction of a diagnosis of autism advances our understanding of these individuals is a matter of debate. Retrospective diagnosis continues to intrigue clinicians but it does pose many difficulties. Readers will have judged for themselves how well Arshad and Fitzgerald negotiated these pitfalls.
Allan Beveridge Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.
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